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Dear Parents and Carers

Welcome back! We had a wonderful start to the new school year yesterday – the sun shone and two hundred and thirteen children entered school in their sparkling uniforms and with smiling faces, eager to be back with their friends, learning new things and having a lot of fun in school.
We have had some building works completed in school over the holidays with suspended ceilings and extra insulation installed in the Victorian Wing to keep us toasty warm in the winter, and hopefully to reduce our fuel bills and make us even more eco-friendly! All of the classrooms are as clean as new pins and nice and tidy; some have been redecorated, and all the teachers have had a move around. So, we are all ready to get started on another fantastic year at Barwell CE Junior School.

I have included dates for your diary as far as they are currently planned. Of course, we shall update you as the term goes by, and all events will be explained in full by separate letter nearer to the date involved.

There are attachments to this newsletter. The first one is about After School Clubs, which start on Monday 12th September. There are twelve clubs running next term – some new ones, and some old favourites. Please have a look, and sign your child up for those you would like them to attend. If there are too many children wishing to attend any particular club, places will be offered on a ‘first booked’ basis. All clubs cost £1.00 per session, payable a half or full term in advance. If your child claims free school meals we offer a 50% reduction on costs – a really good saving. If you think you may be eligible to claim free school meals for your child please call into the school office and speak with Miss Wittering, or drop me a confidential note if you would prefer. Breakfast Club is already up and running – every morning 8.00a.m. – 8.40a.m. Breakfast Club costs £1.00 per morning, including food, and runs on a ‘drop-in’ basis – just turn up at Barwell Children’s Centre. If your child does not attend Breakfast Club he or she should arrive at school between 8.40a.m. – 8.50a.m. when I am at the front door and teachers are in their classrooms ready to begin the day.
The second attachment is a leaflet explaining something new that we are trying this year. My Child’s Art is an opportunity for your child to design their own Christmas cards, wrapping paper and tags (sorry – I know it’s only September – but these things take a bit of organizing!). Your child will be completing their design later this month. We will post them off and their designs will then be put onto the ‘My Child’s Art’ website (details to follow). You will have the opportunity to order and buy items directly from the website. Of course there is absolutely no obligation to buy anything at all, but for those of you who would like to have some special cards / paper / tags designed by your child – well, the opportunity is there. School receives a small commission on sales, which goes back into purchasing resources to help the children’s learning.
Kind regards

Brenda Davies – Headteacher
	DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
The following list of events gives you a brief overview of what is planned for the remainder of this term. Further details of each event will be made available to families by letter nearer to the time.

	Tuesday 6th Sept
	All children are visiting Barwell Library to complete their Summer Reading Scheme

	Monday 12th Sept
	After school clubs start

	Tuesday 20th Sept
	Year 4 weekly swimming lessons begin (10 week course)

	Weds 21st Sept
	Photographer in school to take photographs of classes, teams, groups and clubs
3.30p.m. – Open Afternoon for parents and carers of all pupils

5.00p.m. – meeting for those going on the Y6 residential visit to Boreatton Park (families + children)

	Friday 23rd Sept
	European day of Languages – special celebration of European languages and cultures

	Thursday 29th Sept
	Open day for families of pupils in Year 2 at Barwell Infant School

	Friday 7th October
	9.00a.m. Harvest Thanksgiving – one of our Year 4 classes will lead this celebration – families and friends welcome

	Friday 14th October
	PINK DAY – the end of our PINK WEEK of fun and games – fund raising for Breast Cancer Care

	MONDAY 17th OCTOBER – FRIDAY 21st OCTOBER – SCHOOL CLOSED FOR HALF TERM BREAK

	Tuesday 25th October
	Time to sign up for Parent Evenings
Evening – Friends of Barwell School (FoBS) Jewellery Party

	Monday 31st October
	Photographer in school to take individual and family groups – prints will be ready for Christmas

	Tuesday 1st Nov
	Late afternoon Parent and Child consultation meetings

	Weds 2nd Nov
	Late afternoon and early evening Parent and Child consultation meetings 

	Thursday 3rd Nov
	Late afternoon Parent and Child consultation meetings

	Monday 7th Nov
	Year 6 children and staff travel to Boreatton Park for their week of residential activities

	Friday 11th Nov
	9.00a.m. Remembrance Assembly – one of our Year 4 classes will lead this – families and friends welcome
End of day – Year 6 children and staff return from Boreatton Park

	Weds 16th Nov
	Fire and Rescue Service visit to Year 5

	Friday 18th November
	Children in Need Day – our ‘SPOTTY FRIDAY’ fundraiser

	WB Monday 21st Nov
	National Anti-Bullying Week – lots of themed activities in school

	Saturday 26th Nov
	BARWELL CHRISTMAS CAROLS AND LIGHT SWITCH ON – OUR CHILDREN ARE THE STARS!!

	Friday 2nd December
	Children in Year 6 will present our celebration of Advent for families and friends

	Monday 5th December
	2.00p.m. – Year 5 Christmas Production – dress rehearsal

	Tuesday 6th December
	2.00p.m. + 7.00p.m. – Year 5 Christmas Production for families and friends

	Weds 7th December
	7.00p.m. – Year 5 Christmas production for families and friends

	Friday 9th December
	2.00p.m. – Year 5 Grandparents’ Afternoon – seasonal refreshments and entertainment from the children

	Tuesday 13th December
	a.m. – Year 3 pupils and staff invited to Barwell Infants to watch their Christmas production

	Weds 14th December
	2.00p.m. – Year 4 Christmas in Church – dress rehearsal

7.00p.m. – Year 4 Christmas in Church for friends and families

	Thurs 15th December
	11.00a.m. + 2.00p.m. – Year 4 Christmas in Church for children in Y3/5/6 + all families and friends

	Friday 16th December
	After School Clubs finish for this term

	Monday 19th December
	Theatre visit to school – Christmas treat for all children and staff

	Tuesday 20th December
	2.00p.m. – Year 4 Grandparents’ Afternoon – seasonal refreshments and entertainment from the children

	Thurs 22nd December
	3.30p.m. – school closes for Christmas break

	FRIDAY 23RD DECEMBER – FRIDAY 6TH JANUARY – SCHOOL CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS + NEW YEAR

	Monday 9th January
	School re-opens for Spring Term – Breakfast Club opens

	Monday 16th January
	Spring Term after school clubs begin
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