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Catch the Reading Bug!  
Help your children to develop a passion for reading by listening to and reading to and with them at home.

· Try to listen to your children as often as possible, but quality time is better than rushed sessions every night

· Try to establish a routine with regular times for reading together. The expectation may help your child to focus and enhance their enjoyment of the activity

How to help your child in the early stages of reading

· Remember, your contribution to your child’s reading development is vital, despite the wide variety of reading-based activities that go on every day in the classroom

· Read the book first to or with your child to give them confidence

· Reading a book again gives greater understanding of the story

How to help your child with difficult words

· Don’t correct your child immediately, wait for them to try to correct themselves, if necessary at the end of a sentence.

· Encourage your child to use the pictures to help them to make sense of the writing.

· Ask your child to identify the sound the difficult word starts with

Developing readers
· Remember, it’s OK for a child to read a favourite book many times
· Reading takes a variety of forms – comics, magazines, the newspaper, appropriate computer based reading and catalogues all give useful practice in a wide variety of reading skills

· A mixture of story books and information books widens reading skills

· Make us of the local Library as a free source of a wide range of reading material – your child should be able to find lots of interest there

· Keep on showing interest, even when your child reads fluently sharing books is still important. Encourage development of higher reading skills by talking with your child about the story, characters, feelings, motives, what might happen next and their enjoyment.
